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controlled. I admitted that blind forces have played their part in
history, but I added that one of the primary duties of diplomacy and
statesmanship is to direct those forces into healthy channels, and
that I hoped before long to explore with him the present state of
American-Japanese relations in the confident belief that he and 1
approachiig the subject in the right spirit would accomplish a great
deal in giving helpful directive to the blind forces which he had
in mind.
I then asked Mr. Matsuoka if he would care to read the informal
record of my last talk with his predecessor, Mr* Arita, in which I
had presented various points of view of the American Government,
and I hoped that this record might afford a useful basis for our next
conversation. The Minister said that he would be very glad to read
the record, which he accepted and put in his pocket.
MATSUOKA TO ROOSEVELT
July 26, 1940
In the course of my first official meeting to-day with the new
Imperial Japanese Foreign Minister, Mr. Yosuke Matsuoka, His
Excellency asked me to transmit a personal message from him to
President Roosevelt in the following tenor :
While passing through the United States several years ago follow-
ing his departure from Geneva, Mr. Matsuoka, although at that
time he held no official position other than that of Member of
Parliament, had called upon Mr. Roosevelt at the White House
in order to pay his respects and as a friendly gesture because of
previous association with him. Mr, Matsuoka asked me now to
express privately to the President that he shared his lifelong hope
and interest in the preservation of world peace. He added, however,
that he had come to understand that since the world is constantly
evolving, changing, and growing, peace cannot be safeguarded by
adhering to the status quo. The League of Nations failed, he said,
because its member states had not had the courage to implement
Article 19 of the Covenant, which provides for adjustments to meet
such evolution and changed circumstances. A new order must come
into being in the world, and the peace of the world must have as its
foundation our adaptation to the development and change.
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT REPLIES TO FOREIGN
MINISTER MATSUOKA
August 3, 1940
President Roosevelt made the following informal comments on
the private message sent to him by Mr. Matsuoka, and I transmitted
them orally :
The assurance given by Mr. Matsuoka of his interest in maintain-
ing world peace and his wish to preserve it, as well as the frankness

